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Designs for Lighting (DFL) is a business built on successfully collaborating with our clients. We 

have over 20 years proven experience in our industry, listening to the challenges our clients face, 

developing the best solutions and being innovators in our specialism. Our role is to find the most 

effective and sustainable outcome to enhance and support your projects. We proudly work with 

recognised industry bodies to promote and shape the future of the industry and ensure our staff 

are trained to exceed the required competency levels of our industries. Above all, we ensure 

each project delivers against our values. 
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From: @Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 March 2025 11:04

To: Daniel Spreadborough

Subject: RE: Oxford SRFI - Lighting Assessment and Methodology

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Categories: 1760 - Oxford SRFI

Hi  
 
Confirmation that the proposals outlined in your email for the lighting assessment are acceptable. 
 
Regards 
 

 
Environmental Protection & Enforcement Manager 
Regulatory Services and Community Safety 
Cherwell District Council  

 
  

Visit us online www.cherwell.gov.uk  
 Twitter @Cherwell Council  

 

 
 

 

From: @dfl-uk.com>  

Sent: 10 March 2025 15:36 

To: @Cherwell-DC.gov.uk> 

Subject: Oxford SRFI - Lighting Assessment and Methodology 

 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise 

the sender and know the content is safe. 

Helo  

 

I hope you are well? 

 

I am leading the lighting works for the Oxford SRFI project, and wanted to touch based with you about 

the project. Would you be able to provide your opinion on the below? 

 

Here is an overview of our approach: 

 

Scope 
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The scope of the Lighting assessment will include the external lighting for the follow project areas: 

 Main Site external lighting (including the rail terminal) 

 Highways lighting (where this is proposed) 

 

Methodology 

 

Environmental Zone Assessment 

 

Our Environmental Zone assessment is based on the lighting baseline work we have done and a 

desktop assessment. We have concluded that the Application Site has an environmental zone of E2: 

Zone Surrounding Examples 

Limitations  
Sky Glow 

ULR (Max) 

Pre-

curfew 

Post-

curfew 

E2 Rural 

Sparsely inhabited rural 

areas,Village or relatively 

dark outer suburban 

locations 

5 1 2.5% 

 

Could you confirm that an E2 environmental zone is acceptable to yourself? 

 

Receptor Identification 

 

We have been liaising with both Ecology and LVIA on receptor identification, however this is being 

kept to those receptors that are close enough to any proposed lighting that they could experience 

direct e8ects of lighting. 

 

Our receptors are split into three categories, and I have provided some examples: 

1. Human Amenity 

2. Human Safety 

3. Ecology 

 

The e8ects on sky quality (sky glow) are going to be discussed in the future baseline assessment 

which will deal with any potential Environmental Zone changes. 

 

Lighting A8ects Assessment 

 

We are using DMBR and ILP guidance to inform our assessment and will be following the standard 

EIA workflow for this. 

 

Our assessment will focus on the direct e8ects of lighting (light spill, glare and lighting intrusion) and 

will use indicative lighting models to assess these e8ects where possible. There are some locations 

where it is not feasible to model the lighting, and in these instances we will assess e8ects based on 

the proposed light levels, distance from receptors, and the e8ect the mitigation being proposed will 

have. 

 

Previous Lighting Baseline Survey 

 

We conducted a Lighting Survey of the Site and the surrounding area in 2021. We have recently 

reviewed the area within and surrounding the Site using OS Mapping (dated 2023) and satellite 
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photography (dated 2024), which shows that there have not been any changes to the land within the 

Application Site or changes to the surrounding area that were not already picked up in our previous 

baseline assessment. 

 

We have noted that some development that was in progress during the 2021 survey in now 

completed, but this was included in the original baseline assessment. 

 

Our conclusions from the 2021 survey is that: 

1. The Application Site and wider order limits consists of a broadly dark environment, with 

specific areas of lighting being present for agricultural, highways, and small-scale commercial 

use 

2. The Application Site and the surrounding area is broadly an E2 environmental zone, with the 

larger settlements being E3 

 

Based on our recent work, which I would be happy to share with you in draft, we have found that 

these conclusions remain current, and we intend to use them to inform our assessment. Would this 

be acceptable? 

Kind regards, 

Daniel Spreadborough BA (hons), MSc 

Senior Lighting Engineer 
 
Tel: +44 1962 398036 
Mail: daniel.spreadborough@dfl-uk.com 

 

Designs for Lighting Ltd, 17/18 City Business Centre, Hyde Street, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 7TA Tel: +44 1962 855080. 

    

 
Designs for Lighting is a limited company registered in England and Wales. Registered number: 4081039.  

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error, please notify us and remove it from your system.   
 

 

Attention: This email (including any attachments) may be confidential and may contain legally 

privileged information. You should not disclose its contents to any other person. If you are not the 

intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately.  

 

We will soon move to our new council offices in Castle Quay. Our new address will be:  

 

Cherwell District Council  

39 Castle Quay  

Banbury  

OX16 5FD  

 

You will easily find us in the Castle Quay shopping mall, opposite Lock 29. You can still find 

information through our normal digital channels, such as our website and social media channels, 

and get in touch and report things as you used to.  
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Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer software 

viruses, it cannot accept liability for any damage you may sustain due to such viruses. It would be 

best if you conducted your own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).  

 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the content of this email represents only the sender's views. It 

does not impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any course of action. 




